
Come to the Illinois Sustainable Living Fair at the Illinois Wesleyan University Shirk 

Center at 302 E. Emerson in Bloomington, Illinois on April 22-23, 2005. The event is 

open to the public and admission is free. The ISLF is being held in conjunction with 

the McLean County Affordable Housing Fair. 
 

Come see exhibitor booths and workshops on energy-efficient technologies, renew-

able energy, green building, alternative fuel technologies, sustainable living, land-use 

planning, and affordable home ownership. There will be an outdoor exhibit with 

ISU’s solar-powered car, a veggie oil car and a Unit 5 Biodiesel bus. We hope to have par-

ticipation in a hybrid car rally on Saturday.  

 

We have a special clean energy workshop series for local builders, architects and construc-

tion engineers on Friday with workshops on Energy-Efficient Building Technologies, Status 

of Energy Codes in Illinois, DOE training on energy codes software, Geothermal Heat 

Pumps, Best Light for Least Cost, Energy Analysis and Thermal Imaging, Passive House 

Energy Standard, Conservation Subdivisions, and LEED Construction Standards and Energy 

Star Ratings. 

 

Over 50 exhibitors will be present, including Arrowsmith Wind Farm, Thermal Imaging Ser-

vices, ATC Insulators, Bratcher Heating and Air, BLDD Architects, Advanced Energy Solu-

tions, Illinois Soybean Association, Illinois Renewable Energy Association, Social Equity 

Group, Environmental Law and Policy Center, No New Nukes, Prairie Rivers, Mackinaw 

River Partnership, BN Citizens for Peace and Justice, MASH, Old House Society, Uniquely 

Bloomington, and Davis Caves. Several banks and realtors will also be present for the Af-

fordable Housing Fair on Saturday. 

 

On Friday, we have free programming for more than 500 day care students, pre-K through 

first graders, and their chaperones. The children’s groups will enjoy a scavenger hunt through 

the exhibitor booths and renewable energy performances by Shenanigans, an IWU theater 

troupe. On Saturday, children ages 6 to 12 can attend one-hour workshops that coincide with 

the adult workshops. 

 

For the Eco-Tour on Saturday, we will travel by bus to a solar-powered home, an organic 

farm, a newly constructed energy-efficient home, and Chinquapin Bluffs nature preserve in 

the Mackinaw River Valley. Refreshments will be served at Chinquapin Bluffs. The cost is 

$8 per person and pre-registration is required. 

 

If you would like to have an exhibitor booth at the fair, please contact the Ecology Action 

Center at 309-454-3169 or at www.ecologyactioncenter.org/about/contact.shtml. The cost to 

have a display is only $100 for both days and includes Friday lunch. Start-up businesses pay 

a reduced fee, and not-for-profits booths are free of charge. 

 

The sponsors of the ISLF include the EAC, Center for Sustainable Community of Stelle, Ar-

rowsmith Wind Farm, City of Bloomington, Town of Normal, Affordable Housing Fair 

Committee, Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, No New Nukes, 

BN Citizens for Peace and Justice, and several nonprofit groups. 

 

Fair hours are 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Friday, with an art auction social from 5:00 to 7:00 

p.m., and 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, with an eco-tour from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. For a 

complete list of workshops and exhibitors, visit www.ISLFair.org. 
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Join us at the  
Illinois Sustainable Living Fair 

http://www.ISLFair.org


Le Salon Des “Re-uses”  
Our Tenth Anniversary Fundraiser 

Following the Illinois Sustainable Living Fair on Friday, April 22, come and enjoy 

a fun night of hors d’ oeuvres and wine during our tenth annual fundraiser auction. 

Join us at the Shirk Center starting at 5:00 pm. There will be auctions for re-used 

art and other fun local and artistic items. Joy Luke will be our auctioneer and we 

will have an accompanied silent auction..   Proceeds will go to our environmental 

education programs.   

 

Beautiful pre-owned art and other items to be auctioned will be available for viewing at the 

Shirk Center starting at noon on Thursday, April 21 at the Illinois Wesleyan University Wellness 

Fair. The fundraiser event begins at 5 p.m. Friday, with hors d’ouevres and wine. The live auc-

tion by Joy Luke will start at 6:00 pm. . Suggested ticket donation: $12 per person.     For a 

small fee, there will be child appropriate activities during the live auction.  Please call the EAC 

for reservations. 

 

Celebrate our tenth anniversary with us and help us make the next ten years possible through 

And the Award Goes to... 
The McLean County Recycling and Waste Reduction Award is awarded in the 

following categories: small business/organization, large business/organization and 

school.  Applicants will be based on innovation, environmental significance and com-

mitment to the programs dealing with recycling and waste production. Further in-

formation and applications for the award are available by calling 454-3169 or 

sending an email by visiting www.ecologyactioncenter.org/about/contact.shtml 
 

The Ecology Action Center would like to recognize outstanding projects, activities or individu-

als in McLean County who promote environmental awareness or conserving natural resources 

with the World of Difference Award. Any business, organization, school, project or individual 

may be nominated by writing a letter explaining the objective, how it was carried out and the 

results of the project. Please provide a name of someone involved in the project. To nominate 

an individual, please describe his or her contribution to the environment in McLean County.  
 

The 2005 winners will be announced at The Illinois Sustainable Living Fair on April 22. Appli-

cations or nomination letters should be sent to: Ecology Action Center, 202 W. College Ave., 

Normal, IL 61761. Envelopes must be postmarked by April 15, 2005. 



SPEAK UP NOW ABOUT  NUKES! 
The United States has 103 nuclear power plants. Illinois has 11 functioning and  three decommissioned, but 

still contain nuclear waste. Exelon Corp., the owner of all the state’s nuclear power plants, wants to build a 

new reactor in Clinton, IL. An application has already been sent to the federal Nuclear Regulatory Commis-

sion (NRC) for an “early site permit.” Are people ready to embrace nuclear power again after the Three Mile 

Island incident near Harrisburg, Pa.? Dr. Helen Caldicot, a pediatrician and author of the book Nuclear Mad-

ness, states, “If present trends continue, the air we breathe, the food we eat and the water we drink will soon be 

contaminated with enough radioactive pollutants to pose a potential health hazard far greater than any plague 

humanity has ever experienced.”   

 

Although the possibility of an accident at power plants that can harm those who live 

nearby always exists, Jon Strasma, public affairs officer and spokesman for the NRC, 

says that the NRC is quick to respond. “We’ve shut down a number of power plants 

for extended periods of time for safety violations...Clinton was closed for almost two 

years so it could improve safety systems and properly train staff,” Stasma says. 

 

The second reactor in Clinton is far from a done deal, but plans for its construction continue. To do something 

about this threat to our health, read the environmental impact statement  at: http://www.nrd.gov/reading-rm/

adams.html. The statement  will be discussed at the next open public meeting on Tuesday, April 19 at 

7:00pm at the Vespasian Warner Public Library in Clinton. To make a public comment, you must register as a 

speaker by calling 1(800)368-5642 x 3835. You must register by April 13 or you can register at the library 15 

minutes before the meeting starts. This is one of the few opportunities to have your voice heard on this issue. 

No New Nukes is organizing a group to travel to the meeting on April 19. To contact them, please leave a mes-

sage at the EAC and they will get back to you.  

 

Have an item laying 

around your house that 

you don’t want anymore, 

but might be useful to someone else? 

We know exactly what to do with it. 

The Ecology Action Center has teamed 

up with the community to form an 

online group that gives and receives 

unwanted items-absolutely free! The 

group already has more than 375 members and is still 

growing. Join today by going online and visiting  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/McFreecycle/ 

Did you know these facts about Illinois and nuclear power plants? 

 Out of the 31 states with nuclear capacity, Illinois ranks first. 

 In Energy Information Administration’s list of 100 largest power plants in the United States, Byron was 23rd, Braidwood was 

32nd and LaSalle was 34th. 

 There are 30 countries with commercial nuclear capacity. If Illinois suddenly became an independent country, its nuclear ca-

Freecycle! 

Yard Smart Walk 

The Ecology Action Center is 
teaming up again this year with 
the JWP Audubon Chapter and 
Living Upstream to host a Yard 
Smart Walk. This walk will highlight yards in our 
community that embody the Yard Smart princi-
ples of reduced or no pesticide use, low re-
sources use and creating habitat for wildlife. This 
is the third year that we have partnered to pro-
mote the Yard Smart program. Look for more 
information about Yard Smart on our website, 
www.ecologyactioncenter.org and come walk 
with us on June 18, 2005. If you have questions 
or want to sign up for the walk call 454-3169.  

Save the Date!  The Nuclear Energy Information Service an-

nounces  The "Next Step: Citizen Epidemiology Conference “ 

May 20-22, 2005 at Northwestern University, Evanston, IL Cam-

pus.  The long awaited follow-up to the highly successful 2003 

World Depleted Uranium/Uranium Weapons Conference is here. 

For more information visit their website at http://www.neis.org   



A Message from Anne McGowan…… 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY EAC! 
On February 9, 1995, an Operation Recycle truck and crew finished its collecting rounds at the Town of Nor-

mal bins; unloaded the cans, bottles, paper and cardboard; and refilled the rusty vehicle with donated furni-

ture.  Along with the furniture and a (donated, of course) Apple computer, there were boxes of posters, curric-

ula, and  other educational materials that Myra Gordon, my predecessor, had been collecting through the 

years. 

 

That day marked my move from the Education office of Operation Recycle out of Community Action’s Grove St. location. The des-

tination was the newly refurbished (by many hours of volunteer labor) Hewett House, where the Ecology Action Center still is.  We 

had a Grand Opening on Earth Day, with both Mayor Smart and Mayor Karraker cutting the ribbon, and a day full of performances, 

festivities, and wonderful food. 

 

The Ecology Action Center doors were open to the public 2-5 weekdays, and  the staff was me, part-time, and three great volunteers. 

The mission was Environmental Information and Education and sharing facilities, plans, and expertise with the other 45 environ-

mental groups in the county.  We had no idea what the community would want us to do for it.  If something was going to happen 

here, we had to make it happen. 

 

That was ten years ago, and now it takes a staff of two full-timers (Michelle Covi and Julie Elzanati), three part-timers, 6+ interns 

and many helpful volunteers to keep up with what the community wants us to do. 

 

Some  people ten years ago had faith in this idea.  They became members and supported the fledgling enterprise.  They’re still  with 

us!  Many thanks to our charter members! 

 

Dereck & Carol McCracken             Dan & Kathy Steadman         Greg & Carol Koos 

Dave & Katherine Hurst  Tom & Linda Nylund      Robin & Kevin Moore 

Heinz & Margaret Russelman Adrienne Ives       Ed & Juliet Jelks 

Mike & Patricia Sublett  Carol & Earl Reitan      Ernie & Jan Hoffman 

Robert & Nell Eckley  Bob & Carla Weldon      Charlotte Brown 

Don & Bonnie Gore  Fred & Helen Kohlmeyer      Francis Irvin  

Michelle Covi & Tim Kelley Kathy Tornquist        Cynthia Garrison 

Janet Beach Davis                            Bob & Marilyn Sutherland      Student Environmental Health Assn.   

Karen Lowery              Anne & Jim McGowan      ISU SEAC group 

                                                   

There are still people who have never heard of the Ecology Action Center; we still need your help to get the word out.  But now I can 

retire, knowing the community wants us to keep up with our work, and that all of us really can help protect our local environment by 

supporting The Ecology Action Center. 

 

If you know someone who is not yet a member, please encourage that person to join us. 

Meet the Interns: 
Melissa Grajewski is a marketing major with a minor in 
English at ISU. She is working on the advertising cam-
paigns for the Illinois Sustainable Living fair, focusing pri-
marily on the membership fundraiser. 
 
Allison Humbert is a business major at IWU and is work-
ing hard on organizing many aspects of the including 
working with the exhibitors and workshops. Allison’s many 
talents are helping Julie keep on top of all the fair details.  
 
Mariano Lizano is an elementary education major and an 
environmental studies minor at IWU. He works the school 
and after school programs and is constructing the curricu-
lum for children's programs. Mariano was born in Costa 
Rica and has lived all over the world.  

Neal Thomson is an accounting major and an environ-
mental studies minor at IWU. He works on analyzing en-
ergy grants to businesses and finding the effectiveness of 
various energy retrofits. Neal will be working with us 
through the May term.   

 
Meghan McGovern is an English major at ISU. She 
helps develop their newsletters, publicity materials and is 
also helping with the children’s program at the fair. 
Meghan has also been writing articles for the Indy.  
 
Vera Leopold is an English major and environmental 
studies minor at IWU. She has created a Yard Smart dis-
play and writes regular articles for the Indy. In addition, 
she helps out with making flyers and posters. Vera is 
helping out with organizing and publicizing the Household 
Hazardous Event in May.  



Spring is an active, exciting time of year...not just in 
the natural world but here at the EAC as well! Join 
us and other local organizations for any of these up-
coming events, and celebrate this vibrant new season. 

 

March 

 

19   Electronics recycling, 9am-12pm   Normal Public 
Works Garage, 1301 Warriner St. 

 
20   JWP Audubon Spring Field Trip to Chautauqua 
NWR and Illinois River Valley   Depart 7 am from west-
side WalMart parking lot on Rt. 9 to carpool. 

 
24   òNature-scapingó program,  7 pm with Angela 
Smith Unitarian Universalist Church, 1613 E. Emerson St. in 
Bloomington 
 

26   òHands on Rubbishó kidsõ program with the Ecol-

ogy Action Center, 1-3 pm Childrenõs Discovery Museum 

        

April  

 
9 Funks Grove Stewardship Group Work Day, 9-

11am with Don Schmidt Sugar Grove Nature Center 
 

12   Falkland Islands, Costa Rica & North America 
Wildlife slide presentation, 7 pm with Tom Ulrich Uni-
tarian Universalist Church, B-ton. 

 

16   òHands on Rubbishó kidsõ with the Ecology Action 
Center program, 1-3 pm Childrenõs Discovery Museum 

   

16    Electronics recycling, 9am-12pm   
Normal Public Works Garage 

 
17 Parklands Foundation Early Spring 

Wildflower Walk,  1 pm with Dale 
Birkenholz Merwin Preserve, South Gate 

 

 17     JWP Audubon trip to Lake Evergreen and Com-

lara Park   Meet 7 am at Fairview Park, n. Normal. 
 

21   IWU Annual Wellness Fair, 10-3  Illinois Wesleyan 
U.õs Shirk Center  
 

22-23  Illinois Sustainable Living Fair  9am-5pm Friday, 
9 am-3pm Saturday  Illinois Wesleyan U.õs Shirk Center 

 

24   JWP Audubon trip to Moraine View State Park at 
Dawson Lake  Meet at K-Mart parking lot on E. Empire. 

 

30   Birds and Blooms Festival, 9am-4 pm Sugar Grove 
Nature Center, Funks Grove 

 

May 

 
7    Parklands Work Day: Garlic Mustard Control, 9 am 
w. Becky Anderson   Merwin Preserve, South Gate 
 

8    Late Spring Wildflower Walk,  1 pm with Roger 
Anderson Merwin Preserve, West Gate 

 
14   Ewing Park Bird Walk, 7:30 am East Ewing Park 
parking lot off Towanda 

 
20   JWP Audubon trip to Hennepin and Hopper Wet-
lands, details TBA. 

 

21   Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day, 8 am
-3 pm Interstate Center, 2301 W. Market St. 
  

21      Electronics recycling, 9am-12pm   
Normal Public Works Garage         

 

28   òHands on Rubbish,ó 1-3 pm  Childrenõs 
Discovery Museum 

 

June 

 
11 Parklands Work Day: Sweet Clover Control, 9 am 

w. Mary Horgan Merwin Preserve, Savanna 
 

11      JWP Audubon trip to Sand Ridge State Forest, 

details TBA. 
 

11     McLean County Composter sale  location TBA 

 

14   Tipton Park Seminar Series: òPrairie Values: Wild 
and Urban,ó   7 pm with Roger Anderson   Stevenson 
Elementary School 

 

18   Yard Smart Yard Walk 

Save the date - Details TBA! 
 
For more information about any event, contact: 

The Ecology Action Center 454-3169 

Spring Calendar of   
Environmental Events 

The EAC will be presenting òHands-on Rubbishó at 

the Childrenõs Discovery Museum every month 

starting in March. Look for this 2 hours program 

on Saturday March 26, April 16 and May 28 on the 

second floor of the Museum.  



Recycle Ecology Action Center Newsletter by passing it on to someone else after you have read it.   
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Household Hazardous Waste  
Collection coming May 21, 2005 

 

Clean out your garage or basement this spring!  Sponsored by the 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency,  Ecology Action Center 
and the University of Illinois Extension, the Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection will take place Saturday, May 21 from 8 am-3 pm 
at the Interstate Center, 2301 W. Market St. in Bloomington. 
 

This is your chance to get rid of any potentially hazardous materials 
you may have around your house or garage.  
Acceptable wastes: oil-based paints, paint thinners, pesticides and 
lawn chemicals, old gasoline, pool chemicals, mercury, cleaning 
products, hobby chemicals, household or lead acid batteries, sol-
vents, drain cleaners, aerosol products, fluorescent bulbs, and fire 
extinguishers. The materials will be collected by the IEPA and prop-
erly disposed of. This year prescription eyeglasses and unwanted 
cell phones will also be collected. 
NO business, industrial, agricultural or school waste will be ac-
cepted with hazardous waste – nor will walk-ins be allowed, you 
must stay in your vehicle at all times.  

Earth Machine 

Composter Sale 

June 11, 2005 
The Ecology Action Center is 
partnering with Norseman 
Plastics to provide the McLean 
County Community with a 
great opportunity to purchase 
Earth Machine composters at 
a very reduced price. For only 
$37 residents can purchase an 
Earth Machine (regularly an 
$80 value) at a one day only 
event.  Many of us purchased 
these composters at a sale in 
2000 and love them!.  Details 
about location are being final-
ized now. Look for info on 
www.ecologyactioncenter.org 


