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From the Desk of the Executive Director

2009 was a challenging year for many, as effects of worldwide economic instability also had

i mpacts locally. Thankfully, in spite of th
finances remained relatively stable. Membership contributions between 2008 to 2009 were
comparable; for this we are grateful.

Other highlights of 2009 included the addition of a new program area. The Ecology Action

Center is now involved in local Radon awareness efforts primarily as a supplier of

economical and easy to use Radon test kits for area residents to facilitate convenient home

Radon testing. 2009 also saw the addition ofanewhands-on wor kshop for adu
-your-own Composter” workshop, which further hel
industrial crates as composters.

During 2009, a study was completed by Farr and Associates regarding the Underwood
House. This is a project with multiple local partners including the Town of Normal and the
Ecol ogy Action Center t o-level&dme iedr Underveood Parkn u s e d
into a model green home demonstrating energy efficient technologies; in addition to
teaching the public about energy and resource saving measures that can be implemented in
their own homes, the site would provide research and learning opportunities for students in
energy programs at Heartland Community College and Illinois State University.
Furthermore, this model green home would house the EAC and provide greater space for
interactive educational exhibits on environmental issues, classrooms, demonstration
composting and Yard Smart landscaping, and more. While the feasibility study is now
complete, securing adequate funding in these times of tight budgets on all levels is an
obstacle to initiating the project. However, the Normal Town Council and Ecology Action
Center Board of Directors remain optimistic about the potential for this project and its
benefits to the community.

Finally, at the end of 2009, the EAC renewed the contract with Bloomington and Normal to
provide clean water education services for the community. McLean County and the
Bloomington-Normal Water Reclamation District also joined this new contract, which hires
the EAC to raise awareness of the problem of and solutions to stormwater runoff pollution,
which threatens the safety and quality of both local drinking water supplies and those
downstream.

Thank you to our many supporters for your contributions in all shapes and sizes. 1look
forward to 2010 and the opportunities it brings to further inspire and assist residents of
McLean County in creating, strengthening, and preserving a healthy environment.
Sincerely,

“ehod S

Michael Brown




McLean County Solid Waste and Recycling
Education Program Report

Provided Earth Schools Recycling and Waste Reduction Programs to fourth grade
classrooms at 29 elementary schools in McLean County, reaching 2,721 students and
their teachers.

Provided After -School Recycling Programs to 20 schools in McLean County, ranging
of elementary schools to high schools, and reached over 920 students and their
teachers.

Conducted Recycling and Waste Reduction Presentations and Programs to more
than 43 different organizations, including the Boy and Girl Scouts, Westminster
Village, State Farm, 4-H Clubs, and more, reaching over 1,988 students and community
members.

Provided Informational Recycling Display Booths at 11 different community events,
including Sugar Creek Arts Festival, Sweet Corn Blues Fest, Bloomington Cultural Fest,
and more, reaching over 2,000 community members.

PresentedO' AOAACA -11 O0OA06 xAOOA OAd KDl 7 OA
groups reaching 242 individuals.

Hosted2O& OAA t 1116 7 AOOGApuRidpArksmbithirdachethEdB T O O
community members.

Provided summer library reading programs about waste issues at 13 locations
reaching 659 children.

Provided programs and hands-on workshops on composting and vermicomposting

i ncl udi 4ogr-o“wbnu’i Icdo mposter workshops and co
annual Yard Smart Garden Walk, reaching 78 individuals.

Providedwaste-or i ent ed programs at the Children’
special programs for Earth Day and America Recycles Day.

Solicited nominations for and awarded the 2009 World of Difference Award and the
Recycling and Waste Reduction Award to recipients for their outstanding efforts to
improve our local environment.



McLean County Solid Waste and Recycling
Education Program Repo(Continued)

Ongoing administration and promotion of the local Compact Fluorescent Lamp
(CFL) recycling program , Household Battery Recycling Program (8.3 tons
recycled), and the lllinois Plastic Pot Recycling Initiative (9.5 tons recycled).

Coordinated activities of the McLean County Solid Waste Technical Committee
including:

e Organizing and facilitating quarterly meetings and taking minutes

e (Coordinating small grant programs for McLean County schools and McLean County
small municipalities

e Researched permanent household hazardous waste collection facilities for
discussion

Conducted a recycling and waste assessment including audit of residential waste
streams in Bloomington and Normal, a survey of community residents regarding usage
and understanding of local recycling programs, and a survey of small business owners
to gauge current recycling practices.

Conducted annual municipal solid waste survey of waste haulers, recyclers, and
major businesses to determine the county-wide rate of municipal solid waste
generation and the recycling rate for reporting to the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency.

Produced quarterly newsletter with focus on solid waste and clean water issues and
distributed around McLean County—1200 hard copies distributed and also available
as free download from EAC website.

Produced and distributed fall and springOAAAEA O8O 1T Ax Ol A O ®i&O
content on waste reduction; sent electronically to all McLean County Schools for
distribution to teachers.

Frequent updates of area recycling information at www.earth911.org and
www.ecologyactioncenter.org.

Operated walk -in information center for 40 hours a week and answered phone and
email inquires about the disposal of household hazardous waste and recycling (320
inquiries about recycling programs, 235 inquiries about Household Hazardous Waste,
231 inquiries about electronics recycling).



McLean County Solid Waste and Recycling
Education Program Repo(Continued)

Coordinated the Affordable Fashion Challenge as part of the Illinois Sustainable
Living and Wellness Expo to encourage the reuse of textiles as a means to reduce
waste and conserve resources. Twenty-nine participants competed with their
recycled fashion entries.

Administered McFreecycle, a free list serve for the free exchange of useable items to
reduce waste. Nearly 4,000 McLean County residents used McFreecycle in 2009.

Applied for a Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event with the Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency for spring or fall of 2009. When state budget cuts
resulted in no local collection events, EAC promoted alternative disposal and recycling
of items which have local disposal options while also promoting reduction in
generation of household hazardous wastes. EAC maintains an email list of nearly 500
individuals awaiting notification of the next local collection event.

Coordinated county -wide waste reduction and recycling art contests resulting in
annual Waste Reduction Calendar and electronic billboard in downtown Bloomington
both featuring student artwork promoting proper recycling and America Recycles Day.



McLean County Stormwater
Education Report

Provided Third Grade Clean Water Educational Programs at 18 different
Bloomington-Normal elementary schools, reaching 1,059 students.

Coordi#bhAAd 7TAOAOd OEA 2 E bxtntedeletrearAsbhoods A O (
with 269 students participating; all artwork was displayed at the Illinois Sustainable
Living and Wellness Expo.

Scout badge programs provided for area scout groups including emphasis on clean
water issues.

Clean Water presentations provided for 16 different organizations such as ISU
ecology students, Westminster Village, and State Farm Outdoor Club including topics
such as stormwater runoff, Yard Smart program, rain barrels, and rain gardens,
reaching 450 individuals.

Clean Water and Yard Smart information provided at 7 area events reaching
approximately 2,000 individuals.

#EEI AOAT 60 AAOEOEOEAO DOI préviadd bt EPADIvVATh A AT >
Water Stewardship event at Sugar Grove Nature Center and Heartland Head Start
Parent’'s Night reaching 181 individual s.

Presentation on Stormwater Education and Outreach gi ven at the Gov
Conference on the Illinois River.

Coordinated Sugar Creek Clean Up Eventwith Epiphany School 6th grade class with
45 participants.

Held four OA Ofdurdl x1T 6 2 AET " A O Qdultingid cénktQdEién BF@7
rain barrels to reduce stormwater runoff. EAC additionally sold 49 ready-to-use rain
barrels at events throughout the year.

lllinois Sustainable Living and Wellness Expo held in partnership with IWU

Wel | ness Depar t @ean\Waten ihe Ripple Bffechie; “mul t i pl e
informational booths and workshops on clean water issues including rain barrels, rain
gardens, Mackinaw River, and the Illinois Buffer Initiative, with more than 1500

attendees.

o#1 AAT 7AO0AOKh ( AA1 OE U heddlinicohjonctibrwlitAISLWA E OA O O ¢
event on clean water issues including storm water runoff.




McLean County Stormwater
Education Report (Continued)

Promoted Yard Smart program and reduction of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides

that contribute to stormwater runoff through multiple means resulting in 10 new Yard

Smart certified yards:

e Annual Yard Smart Garden Walk featuring yards that utilized Yard Smart
concepts with 50 individuals participating

e Sustainable Lawn Care and Gardeningclassat Mast er Gardener s
and Garden Day with 20 students,

¢ Information booth on Yard Smart, rain barrels, and vermicompost  at Master
Gardener s’ Ho me, Lawn, and Garden Day;
Grove Nature Center Plant Sale reaching approximately 345 individuals

Coordinated nine storm drain stenciling workdays in Bloomington and Normal
resulting in 492 stormwater inlets stenciled and 2,134 informational door hangers
distributed to homes in the stenciled neighborhoods. The informational door hanger
explains the problems caused by stormwater runoff pollution and easy solutions to
combat it (see map on next page).

Promotion of clean water message through various media using new bumper
sticker, educational poster posted in over 100 public locations, Spanish-language
translation of clean water poster also produced and distributed, public service
announcements on three local radio stations reaching approximately 36,000 listeners,
and articles on stormwater runoff and yard smart.

Assisted in planning of McLean County Greenways Conference, participated in
Greenways Plan update, and EAC Executive Director elected Chair of the McLean
County Greenways Committee.

Participated in ongoing efforts of the Evergreen Lake and Lake Bloomington
Watershed Plans Implementation Committee.

Answered 135 phone and email inquires about clean water issues, Yard Smart, and
rain barrels.




2009 Storm Drain Stenciling
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Energy Efficiency Education

Energy Bike educational programs presented for 20 different organizations,
reaching 2,360 students.

The Smart Home Energy Fair was hosted at the Salvation Army Community
Center as a free event promoting easy ways to save energy and save money in
the home. This event reached more than 50 participants.

Energy efficiency education provided at two State Farm Energy Fair Events,
reaching over 200 individuals.

2009 marked the end of EAC’s three year
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity to administer certain
aspects of the Energy Bike program. Per the contract, the Energy Bike is now

(

the property of the Ecology Action Centert

Bi ke” energy efficiency programs for a

r e



lllinois Sustainable Living and Wellness
Expo: Clean Water, the Ripple Effect

The Ecology Action Center organized and promoted the annual Illinois
Sustainable Living & Wellness Expo in partnership with Illinois Wesleyan
University Wellness which took place April 17 and 18. The event included 75
different exhibitors and 11 presenters covering topics about the many
aspects of sustainability and wellness, with many focusing on clean water

i ssues. Activities included a children’ :
Affordable Fashion Challenge, presentation of the 2009 McLean County
World of Difference Award and the McLean County Recycling and Resource
Conservation Award, and a panel discussion on the relationships between
clean water issues, agricultural practices, and safe food. The Expo was held
on the Illinois Wesleyan campus, and approximately 1,500 people attended.

Some of the exhibitors present were Heartland Community College, McLean
County Health Department: Tobacco Education/Cessation, Beautification
Committee of the City of Bloomington, Eco-Lawn Organics, Energistics Energy
Auditing, The Mended Hearts/American Heart Association, and McLean
County Master Gardeners.

Workshop presentations included sessions on multiple topics including rain
gardens, Are We Finally Escaping "Affluenza?", the Illinois Buffer Initiative,
Combining Organic and Sustainable Methods of Gardening with Therapeutic
Gardens, Energy Efficiency in Your Existing Home, Rain Water Harvesting:
Rain Barrels and Beyond , and more.

10



Environmental Education and
Membership Activities

Produced aquarterlyil AT AAOOS8 1 AithGd-tddat® &@ronment issues
and news, which is distributed to over 300 members, local businesses, and
government officials.

Maintained and updated our web page on a regular basis, and provided an online
newsletter. The website contains information on recycling and waste reduction,
clean water, energy conservation, and sustainable living. We also maintained a
separate website for the Illinois Sustainable Living & Wellness Expo to promote the
event and facilitate registration of exhibitors and workshop presenters.

In 2009 the Ecology Action Center also began using both Facebook and Twitter social
networking tools to spread its message and promote events.

Held three week-long Eco-Action summer camps at Comlara Park, through the
Normal Parks and Recreation program.

Provided phone answering services for JWP Audubon, Parklands Association, and
Friends of the Kickapoo Creek as well as providing meeting areas for the Illinois Trail
Conservancy and other groups.

Provided volunteer coordination services , which allowed us to support our
programs and work with many students to provide information about the
environment to the local community. This service provided opportunities for 10
college interns in a wide variety of majors. Volunteers and interns together logged a
total of 2,300 hours of service.

Conducted fundraisers throughout the year, including the Sustainable Gourmet, and
the Curtis White Barbaric Heartbook signing, together netting over $1,600. Sales of
practical ecological merchandise helped support our mission; sales of Prairie Rain
Harvester rain barrels netted $565 while sales of Eco-Lawn Organics Vermicompost
netted $378.

Initiated QAAMons QEIYEOS T AOxT OEET BpakbfA AEC
world-wide movement, this group provides an opportunity for environmentally-

minded individuals to informally meet and discuss environmental issues and other

topics.

We took on a role in local Radon awareness efforts ; the EAC is now the local source
for economical short-term radon test kits. In addition, a small grant was received from
AARST, the American Association of Radon Scientists and Technologists, to develop
educational display materials. 11




2009 Financial |

Income Summary
January through December 2009

Expense Summary

January through December 2009

nformation
I Program Fees 2%65.96
BGrants 15.52
Membership Dues 5.70
B\ erchandise Sold 3.39
PAdvertisments 1.60
B Contributions Income 1.52
. Reimbursed Expenses 1.50
BFundraiser proceeds 1.44
PBlnterest Income 1.26
BSponsorships 0.98
B Other 1.12
Total $183,578.88
[ Payroll Expenses %62.70
BBattery Program 9.51
Supplies 5.88
BUnderwood House 3.06

BPrinting and Reproduction 2.82

PIFundraisers- Items 247
| Professional Fees 1.62
B Utilities 1.50
B Advertising 1.38
BDepreciation Expense 1.20
BOther 7.84

Total $163,182.16
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2009 Board of Directors

The Ecology Action Center Board of Directors is composed of members and
ex-officio representatives from the City of Bloomington, the Town of Normal
and the McLean County Board. The board is responsible providing
governance and direction for the organization, as well as assisting in
leadership and promotion of the Ecology Action Center so as to support the
organi zation’s mission and needs.

Nancy Armstrong - President

Kari Sandhaas- Vice President

Carol Schmidt- Treasurer

Charles Bristow - Secretary

Mike Hall - Ex-officio Normal

George Kutz - Ex-officio Bloomington
George Gordon- Ex-officio McLean County
Bonnie Bernardi

Charlotte Brown

Enid Cardinal

Deb Dirks

Myra Gordon

Doretta Herr

Karen Lowery

Julie Elzanati

Missy Smock

Vinod Thaker

Carl Teichman
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